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In the perspective of ontology to social work in its relationship to being 

social and clients, can be found in two levels of “real wisdom” and 

“huge realism”. 

Huge territory is belong to discourse area and the realm of wisdom of 

realism include two sides of external-factual  (empirical) and internal-

downside(nonexperimental) that first side is observable but the second 

side that comes out from first side and, and due not being able to find the 

causes of the events in the second side, so second side turns to the 

explanations of the first aspect, and it can be achieved through the effect 

that it leaves on the external side and it is not observable. Eternal side-

factual has relationship to experience and observation like that social the 

social worker goes to a house and after observing home situation and 

asking about their jobs and work, take care of them and internal side is 

like that helpless client refers to the social worker and the social worker 

can not empower him by observation and directly asking questions, 

rather by accessing the underlying layers, through accessing his files and 

psychoanalyzing the clients, he can find out the roots of his problems. 

 

To explain the concept of “conversation” we use Foucault who says »in 

knowledge paleontology conversation refers to the general domain of all 

propositions, something as an individualized group of propositions and 

something as a routine orderly and lawful that explains a number of 
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propositions2«. Social work fields are not empty of these two sides it 

mean real wisdom and huge realism.    

                                                           
22”from ideology to discourse: subject, power,  Kermani and Delavari in their research entitled 2 

truth” write about this phrase : What he means by the phrase general domain of all propositions 

is that the idiom discourse can be use for all words and sentences to express meaning or to 

achieve a result. In addition, something he uses this concept to refer to individualized group of 

propositions it means the words that seem to form a specific group. Such as the discourse of 

orientalism or the discourse of racism. Something he uses this concept of discourse to refer to 

regular routines and law-based procedures that explain a number of propositions it means 

unwritten rules and structure that creat certain speech and propositions (127:1395). 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                           

that they are in material,  3Social worker is facing some subjects

psychological, discursive relationship, to find out their problems, he 

refers to the same two areas of reality, wisdom and huge. 

 

Due to its function and pragmatically social work deal with two subjects 

from the beginning: a problematic subject that social worker faces and 

tries to change that  subject areas from the situation. The subject has 

mutual relationship with social work, and therefor, client in social work, 

in addition to objective side, also have a subjective side, although 

degrees can be given for the degree of subjectivity of people, that’s why 

every human being has minimal subjectivity. 

 

These subjects create situation and social norms and finally create some 

discourses and give them objective state and consider written and 

unwritten rules for other subjects and even the subjective becomes an 

object within because  these are the structures and institutions that have 

already made decisions for him and people in that social system have 

relationship  and live and even think and it is possible to destroy the 

independent thinking and independent action of these former subjects. 

 

The social worker at the individual level and psychological function in 

interpersonal relationships can no longer depend on to the structures 

because he has put himself and his clients in the former situation and 

according to that system that defined for him before, he provides social 

assistance to the clients, but synoptic social work, sees the issue in its 

complexity, not simplifying and giving into the situation. A synoptic 

social worker knows that ignoring the structure in which clients are 

located is accepting the system, and with this work it helps to reproduce 

and maintain that system. He sees the client and look at the roots of his 

problem. The roots of his problem maybe general/ structural relationship 

that appear in a particular discourse, such as capitalist relations or 

individual relations. 

 



                                                           

What the social worker sees is not only through an empirical or a mental 

lens. Therefore, he avoids both sides of mere positivism or mere 

idealism. He deals with reality, and reality include wisdom and huge 

mechanism, whether those mechanism are visible or not, and from what 

is visible, we can understand the unobservable, such as the social 

structure and cultures that affect people but it is unobservable. 
 

 

ower towards the humans become active by their thoughts and find subjective and effective p 3

is related to thinking. In social work, subjects are clients. Subject surrounding. Therefore, the subject 

come from the word “ subjectivity” (mentality). The mind is placed in front of  matter and is not 

organic functions of the brain. Pneuma is a quality of the mind that is found outside, but it’s a set of in

effective in behavior and has found normal and stable state within a person. The mental products that 

that is obtained by comparing things or  are the result of exploring and processing the mind on a topic

comparing them or collecting the observations are called thinking and they aren’t include instinctive, 

 .habitual and forced choices (Eslami) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                           

So far, from an ontological point of view, we have the social worker’s 

relationship with social existence in the realm of wisdom and huge 

reality, and the relationship of subjects in three realms, material, 

psychological and discursive. 

 

 But apart from these cases, the social worker deals with three other 

fields in the process of his work: theoretical, real, and practical. The 

theoretical field is related to the knowledge of social work, that includes 

paradigms and fields of different sciences, and informs the social worker 

about his profession, and also provide the possibility of getting rid of 

ideology(false awareness) for the social worker when dealing with 

reality, and at the same theoretical level, he gets familiar with different 

discourse, and the real field is related to the social worker’s encounter 

with wisdom and huge reality which has been detailed. The practical 

field is also related to the practice of social workers, which aims to solve 

the problems, and this practical aspect of social workers distinguishes it 

from other social science. 

 

A point that should not be neglected is that social work can’t be 

presented with bare, neutral and non-committal ontology that any faction 

can violate and take advantage of that because the knowledge of social 

work of social existence is based on social development and change and 

. Therefore, 4it takes steps towards eradicating oppression and inequality

by having both practical and critical sides, he can impose the synthesis 

he obtained in contrast with the existing reality in the direction of 

transformation and give that synthesis a practical aspect. Here we can 

encounter a “ practical dialectical realism”. 

 

Needless to say that earlier in philosophy of social science, the 

presentation of an ontology and a paradigmatic and methodological 

model under the name of “ critical-dialectical realism” was presented by 

Roy Bhaskar but in this article, it set “dialectical-practical realism” for 

social work and it’s the same point for the social work profession in the 

definition provided by the We see more suitable society and this realism 



                                                           

in order to realize this thesis «philosopher have only interpreted the 

world in different ways. But the issue is about changing the world » 

thesis we found more communicative.    

         

 
 

    
4International Federation of social workers in July 2014: Social work is a profession based on action 

and academic discipline that facilitates social development and change, social cohesion, and human 

empowerment and liberation. Social justice, human rights, collective responsibility and respect for 

difference are the basic principals of social work. Social work relying on the theories of social work, 

social sciences, humanities and indigenous knowledge involves people and structures to face the 

challenges of life and promote well being. 

 
In the global declaration of ethical principals of social work that came out in July 2018, it is lists nine 

principals that ensure the neutrality of the social work profession and it’s bias toward the oppresses, 

these principals are: 1-Respecting the inherent dignity of human being.2-Development of human 

rights.3-The development of social justice, which include five parts, A)challenging distinction and 

oppression. B)respect for differences. C)Access to equal resources. D)Challenging unfair policies 

and action. E)Creating coherence. 4-Developing the right of self-decision. 5-Developing the right to 

participate. 6) Respect confidentiality and privacy. 7)Treating people as human beings. 8)Ethical use 

of technology and social media. 9)Professional honesty. 

 


